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Special Animal Survey Form
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SURVEY INFORMATION
ELEMENT IDENTIFICATION             Data sensitive?
LOCATIONAL INFORMATION
Landowner type:
Source feature:
Revisit needed?
Was a GPS used?
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Feature Information:
(mandatory)
Conceptual feature type:
MAP (mandatory)
1. Attach appropriate part of a USGS topographic map or map showing exact locations of species.  Image can be uploaded into the Map Insert field located at the end of 
     this form or clearly associated with this form once completed.
2. Indicate on the map the exact location of the observation(s):
    a. When the observation area is no larger then a pen point on the map (i.e., only a small number of individuals or extremely small patches), place small points on the map                             
         indicating the location(s) of the individuals or patches, and label each point with an arrow so they are more easily seen.
    b. When the observed area is larger then a pen point on the map. (e.g., a population of plants, foraging birds):
          (1) Draw a thin solid boundary line showing the extent of the observed area occupied by the individuals.
          (2) Indicate disjunct patches (polygons) by drawing the boundary for each patch separately.
          (3) If the boundary follows the edge of a lake, stream, road, marsh or other feature, draw the boundary precisely on the edge of the feature.
          (4) When needed, add notes to the map with instruction on where the boundary line is located or if the boundary is shared with other observations.
3. A hand drawn sketch may be included for finer details.
LOCATIONAL CERTAINTY
Is your depiction of the observed area on the map within 6.25 m (approx. 20ft) of its actual location on the ground?
If No, complete the following:
a.  Estimate of uncertainty distance: based on landmarks, elevation, etc., the location of the observed area on the map is accurate to within
of its actual location on the ground.
b. Is the observed area known to be located within some feature(s) on the map (e.g., wetland boundary, lake, road, trail, highway, contour lines)?
     If Yes, indicate the boundary within which the observed area is known to be located on the map line, and if applicable, identify the feature (e.g., marsh).
Michigan Natural Features Inventory, P.O.Box 30444, Lansing, MI 48909-7944 PHONE: (517) 373-1552
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Type of observation:
CONDITION:
 Condition is an integrated measure of the quality of biotic and abiotic factors, structures and processes within the occurrence, and the degree to which they affect the 
 continued existence of the occurrence.  Components of condition for species are: 1) reproduction and health. 2) ecological processes, 3) species composition and biological
 structure, 4) abiotic physical/chemical factors.  Factors to consider: evidence of regular successful reproduction, habitat degradation, disturbance, presence of exotic species,
 the degree to which ecological processes are sustaining the habitat.  Where possible include a comparison to other occurrences.
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Size is a quantitative measure of the area and/or abundance of an occurrence.   Components of this factor are 1) area of occupancy, 2) population abundance, 
3) population density and 4) population fluctuation.
SIZE OF ELEMENT OCCURRENCE
Photo/slide taken?
Specimen collected?
Identification problems?
IDENTIFICATION
Abundance (number of pairs, chicks, nests, adults, juveniles, hatchlings, behavior, sex, size of each individual, etc):
per area unit:
Does population fluctuate? (May be particularly relevant to invertebrates):
Area of occupancy (fill in one):
Type of measurement (check one):
ASSOCIATED SPECIES
List other species observed at this site.  Note especially listed species and potential competitors, predators, and prey.   Mark appropriate columns. 
Species
ID +
ID ?
Number Observed
Notes, observations, etc.
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CONDITION (continued):
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Aspect (down slope):
Measured Aspect:
Slope:
Measured Slope:
0° 
0%
0 - 5° 
0 - 9%
6 - 14° 
10 - 25%
15 - 25° 
26 - 49%
26 - 45° 
50 - 100%
45 - 69° 
101 - 275%
70 - 100° 
276 - 300%
> 100° 
> 300%
Light:
TOPOGRAPHY
Elevation:
If elevation is a range:
Minimum:
Maximum:
Michigan Natural Features Inventory, P.O.Box 30444, Lansing, MI 48909-7944 PHONE: (517) 373-1552
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Hydrologic Regime:
Wetlands:
Non-Wetlands:
Topographic position:
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Management (stewardship and restoration), Monitoring and Research Needs for the Element at this location (e.g., burn periodically, open the canopy, control invasives, ban ORV's, remove drainage ditches, clear blocked culvert, break drain tile, reduce deer densities, study effects of herbivore impacts)
MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION
Michigan Natural Features Inventory, P.O.Box 30444, Lansing, MI 48909-7944 PHONE: (517) 373-1552
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