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Ecological Community Field Survey Form
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SURVEY INFORMATION
Revisit needed?
Why?
ELEMENT IDENTIFICATION  (Identify community if known positively, or provide closest alliance/association if not known)
Photo/slide taken?
LOCATIONAL INFORMATION
Landowner type:
Source feature:
Was a GPS used?
SIZE - Measure of the area of the Element at the observed location.
Type of measurement:
Indicate whether there is confidence that the observed area represents the full extent of the community element at that location. 
(Y = confidence that the full extent is known; N = confidence that the full extent is not known; ? = uncertainty whether full extent is known)
CONFIDENCE EXTENT
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LANDSCAPE CONTEXT - An integrated measure of the quality of biotic and abiotic factors, structures and processes surrounding the observed area, and the degree to which they may affect the continued existence of the Element at that location.  Component of landscape context for communities are: 1) landscape structure and extent, 2) condition of the surrounding landscape (i.e., community development/maturity, species composition and biological structure, ecological processes, and abiotic physical/chemical factors.) Factors to consider include integrity/fragmentation, stability/old growth, richness/distribution of species, presence of invasive species, presence of invasive species, degree of disturbance, changes to ecological processes, stability of substrate, and water quality.
Percent natural cover:
SURROUNDING LAND USE AND LAND COVER:
Road density:	
Dominant land use:
Dominant land cover:
Check all that apply
List disturbances (either natural or caused by humans) and ecological processes (e.g., hydrologic and fire regimes) in surrounding area
(drainage, ditches, blocked culverts, etc.)
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CONDITION:  ABIOTIC DATA
Geology
Landform
Igneous Rocks
Metamorphic Rocks
Sedimentary Rocks
Glacial
Ice Contact Feature
Outwash
River/Lakeshore
Other
Aeolian
Organic Soil Deposits:
Depth
pH
Depth
pH
Depth
pH
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Surface Soil Texture (Upper 10 cm of soil profile)
Wetland Mineral Soil Indicators:
Hydrologic Regime:
Wetlands:
Non-Wetlands:
Groundcover:
       (with >5% cover, 20 m x 20 m area) 
 100%  (Total = 100%)
Light:
Cowardin System:
Slope:
Measured Slope:
0° 
0%
0 - 5° 
0 - 9%
6 - 14° 
10 - 25%
15 - 25° 
26 - 49%
26 - 45° 
50 - 100%
45 - 69° 
101 - 275%
70 - 100° 
276 - 300%
> 100° 
> 300%
Aspect (down slope):
Measured Aspect:
Topographic position:
Species
DBH
DBH
DBH
DBH
DBH
DBH
DBH of several dominant tree species.  Include ages and heights in parentheses
CONDITION:  VEGETATIVE FIELD DATA FOR THE ELEMENT
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Tree
canopy
Shrub
layer
Herb
layer
Closed
Open
Patchy
Sparse
Absent
Density:
Units:
STRATA	
COVER CLASS
DOMINANT SPECIES in order to relative importance ( >> much greater than, > greater than, and = ) 
T2 - Tree Canopy
T3 - Subcanopy
S1 - Tall Shrub
S2 - Low Shrub
G - Ground cover
N - Nonvascular
V - Woody Vine
Cover Class *
1          trace
2         0.1 - 1%
3         1 - 2%
4         2 - 5%
5         5 - 10%
6         10 - 25%
7         25 - 50%
8         50 - 75%
9         75 - 95%
10         > 95%
STRATA	
COVER CLASS
DOMINANT SPECIES in order to relative importance ( >> much greater than, > greater than, and = ) 
T2 - Tree Canopy
T3 - Subcanopy
S1 - Tall Shrub
S2 - Low Shrub
G - Ground cover
N - Nonvascular
V - Woody Vine
Cover Class *
1          trace
2         0.1 - 1%
3         1 - 2%
4         2 - 5%
5         5 - 10%
6         10 - 25%
7         25 - 50%
8         50 - 75%
9         75 - 95%
10         > 95%
STRATA	
COVER CLASS
DOMINANT SPECIES in order to relative importance ( >> much greater than, > greater than, and = ) 
T2 - Tree Canopy
T3 - Subcanopy
S1 - Tall Shrub
S2 - Low Shrub
G - Ground cover
N - Nonvascular
V - Woody Vine
Cover Class *
1          trace
2         0.1 - 1%
3         1 - 2%
4         2 - 5%
5         5 - 10%
6         10 - 25%
7         25 - 50%
8         50 - 75%
9         75 - 95%
10         > 95%
Complete one or more of the quantitative vegetation data boxes below.  If completing one box indicate whether data represents a synthesis of overall community or community is relatively homogeneous throughout.
QUANTITATIVE VEGETATION DATA FOR THE ELEMENT 
STRATA	
COVER CLASS
DOMINANT SPECIES in order to relative importance ( >> much greater than, > greater than, and = ) 
T2 - Tree Canopy
T3 - Subcanopy
S1 - Tall Shrub
S2 - Low Shrub
G - Ground cover
N - Nonvascular
V - Woody Vine
Cover Class *
1          trace
2         0.1 - 1%
3         1 - 2%
4         2 - 5%
5         5 - 10%
6         10 - 25%
7         25 - 50%
8         50 - 75%
9         75 - 95%
10         > 95%
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CONDITION - An integrated measure of the quality of biotic and abiotic factors, structures and processes within the observed area, and the degree to which they may affect the continued existence of the Element a that location.  Factors to consider include evidence of stability/presence of old growth, richness/distirbution of species, presence of invasive species, degree of disturbance, changes to ecological processes, stability of substrate and water quality.
Natural and Anthropogenic Disturbance: information on disturbances(s) (either natural or caused by humans)
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(drainage, ditches, blocked culverts, etc.)
MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS
Management (stewardship and restoration), Monitoring and Research Needs for the Element at this location (e.g., burn periodically, open the canopy, control invasives, ban ORV's, remove drainage ditches, clear blocked culvert, break drain tile, reduce deer densities, study effects of herbivore impacts)
SUMMARY OF ELEMENT OCCURRENCE
General Description of the Element:  Provide a brief "word picture" of the community focusing on abiotic and biotic factors.  Describe the landforms, geological formations, soils/substrates, topography, slope, aspect, hydrology, aquatic features, vegetative layers, significant species etc.
Description of the Vegetation:  Describe variation within the observed area in terms of vegetation structure and environment.  Describe dominant and characteristic species and any inclusion communities.  If a mosaic, describe spatial distribution and associated community types.
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SPECIES LIST
Group and record species for each relevant strata (e.g., Overstory, Sub-canopy, Tall Shrub, Low Shrub, Ground Cover).
For  each species, include abundance rank:  D = dominant  A = abundant  C = common  O = occasional  U = uncommon  R = scarce  L = local (modifier)
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Sketch the most descriptive cross-section through the natural community, depicting the topography, vegetative structure and composition:
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GPS WAYPOINTS AND DESCRIPTIONS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
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16
17
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22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
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31
32
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43
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46
47
48
49
50
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